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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56, 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609, 
applicant(s) submit(s) the following Disclosure Statement concerning art of which 
the applicant(s) is (are) aware. A copy of PTO-1449 is enclosed herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an 
admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein or 
submitted herewith is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as 
such. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(g) and (h), the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has 
been made or that no other material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(b) 
exists. 

Under § 1.98(a)(3), no concise explanation of relevance is required 
for information that is in the English language. Accordingly, the enclosed patent(s) 
require no further explanation (or no translation is available). 




DE 197 43 053 A1 - Germany 
04151188- Japan 

04097844 - Japan 

WO 00/1 8994 -PCT 



WO 98/42453 - PCT 



EP 0 61 3 772 A1 - EPO 



62152731 - Japan 
11049866 - Japan 



Other Art 

Under § 1.97(b)(3), this information disclosure statement is being filed 
before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. Although it is believed no 
fee is necessary, any deficiency in fees should be charged to Deposit Account No. 06- 
0308. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FAY, SHARPE, FAG AN, 
MINNICH & McKEE, LLP 




Scott A. McCollister 
Reg. No. 33,961 
1 1 00 Superior Avenue 
Seventh Floor 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2518 
(216) 861-5582 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner of Patents, Washington, 
D.C. 20231. on Sfrff- ^ <**Ot 
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